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CHRIST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

January 31, 2008

To: City of Edina Transportation Commission Members
W. 70" Street/Cornelia Area Traffic Study Advisory Committee (SAC)
City of Edina Engineering Staff
SRF Consultants
Edina Residents and Guests

From: Dan Bowles, Chief Operating Officer and Administrator, Christ Presbyterian Church of Edina

Subject: W. 70" Street/Cornelia Area Traffic Study

Please allow me to introduce myself. My name is Dan Bowles, and | am a resident of Edina. My family lives on Wilford Way,
just 2 blocks north of 70" Street and near West Shore Drive. My wife’s parents built our home 50 years ago. Itis where my
wife grew up. We bought our home from my mother-in-law 10 years ago.

| am also the Chief Operating Officer and Administrator of Christ Presbyterian Church (CPC), located at the northeast corner
of 70" Street and Highway 100. | am here as the representative of the church and its 4700+ members this evening. The
church first started on our current site in 1956 ahead of most of the homes in the area. Since then we have experienced the
growth of the neighborhoods around us as well as the evolution of the street and highway systems that serve us today.
Likewise, CPC has grown with the area and has built several additions over the years. In a spirit of cooperation, we submit
our input into your decision making process and ask for your consideration.

Scope of Recommendations

Our comments are focused on intersections and ingress/egress difficulties from properties opening onto 70" Street. We do
not have comments with respect to roadway design or some of the roadway alternatives that you are studying because,
frankly, we believe we can live with several of your designs providing we can get in and out of our property safely and
efficiently. Further, we are not taking any position positively for or negatively against roundabouts. We are of the opinion that
either conventional traffic signals or roundabouts can work to control an intersection. Our comments regarding intersections
and ingress/egress are as follows:

Highway 100 & W. 70" Street (Eastbound roundabout and intersection)

We strongly object to the roundabout being positioned so as to take what remains today of the green space in front of our
monument sign. During the most recent widening of Highway 100, MnDot took over two acres of our property which was
essentially what remained of our “front yard”. We thereby lost the esthetics of having an adequate amount of green space to
balance the scale of our building structures. Many of our members volunteer hours of their time in order to make our property
more attractive for neighbors and others who pass by or through. If you feel it is necessary to rebuild the intersection, then
we would ask that you consider shifting the roundabout to the south so it utilizes public lands, not what is left of the CPC front
yard. Moreover, this intersection seems to be working relatively well today. CPC would be satisfied with minor adjustments
to the existing intersection and stop lights without spending any major money.

Left turn option out of CPC lot onto eastbound 70" Street

In addition, we strongly obiject to the removal of the left turn option out of the CPC lot onto 70" Street. Today, this
access/egress works well when we are loading/unloading our parking lot (5660 vehicles). At times we hire a law enforcement
officer to direct traffic. Also, we believe it is important to your decision making process to realize that the CPC 70" Street
entrance/exit is currently used by many in the neighborhood to the north of CPC as primary access to 70" Street. During our

6901 Normandale Road . Edina, MN 55435 . P:952.920.8515 . F:952.920.4775

www.cpconline.org



parking lot re-design some 9 years ago, the city asked CPC to make our parking lot accessible 24/7 to neighborhood thru
traffic. Using our property as a cut through saves the neighborhood time. So, any alteration of the CPC driveway would have
an impact not only on CPC, but the neighborhood to the north.

We support the design feature that adds a left turn lane for eastbound W. 70" Street traffic to make left turns into the CPC
driveway and parking lot.

One suggestion for improving this driveway is to provide westbound 70" Street traffic a right hand turn Iane into the CPC
driveway. This could be accomplished by using the current on street parking in front of the 4804 W. 70" Street property and
re-marking it as a right turn lane. This change would cost no more than changing the striping. The 4804 property owner has
already given approval to make this improvement.

West Shore Drive & W. 70™ Street

We support adding a controlled intersection at West Shore Drive, either by traffic signals or a roundabout.

Wooddale Avenue & W. 70" Street

We do not believe any additional control of this intersection is needed.

Cornelia Drive & W. 70™ Street

We support additional study to examine how pedestrian safety can be improved at this intersection near the Cornelia
Elementary School. We support the development of design alternatives to the existing controlled intersection to
improve safety. However, if a totally new intersection in the form of a roundabout is the best solution from a safety
standpoint, then we support that change.

Valley View Road & W.70"™ Street

We support addmg a controlled mtersectlon at Valley View Road and W 70" Street. We do not support the alternative
of diverting 70" Street traffic onto 69" Street.

France Avenue & W. 70" Street

We question whether the scope and cost of the more aggressive alternative for this intersection put that alternative
beyond the realm of current consideration.

Residential Property Access

Using your figures, we understand that there are 23 residential properties that have direct access onto 70" Street
only by backing out of their driveways onto 70" Street. From a safety standpoint and personal observation, we
recommend you consider design alterations to address this risk. Though we believe heavy weight should be given to
the opinions of those residents, solutions could include reducing curb cuts by combining driveways and/or adding
turnaround pads so that all traffic out of these properties could enter 70" Street headfirst rather than backing into the
traffic.

| thank you for the opportunity to express CPC’s views and recommendations to you. We are grateful for Edina’s dedicated city
staff and are particularly grateful for you Edina citizens as you take on these important unpaid civic responsibilities.



January 31, 2008
To: The City of Edina
Edina Transportation Commission

Please defer any decision on West 70™ Street between Highway 100 and France Avenue.
We need to look at wise use of funds to build a roadway that will function for the next 40
years. (Figs. 1). The traffic counts show no dramatic increases in volume. (Figs. 2).
Please evaluate what impact the completed reconstruction of West 70" Street between
France and York Avenues has had.

- Did the Westin study come to fruition, or has it had a surprise impact that the

study did not project.

- What is the effectiveness of three roundabouts

Auto safety and collisions

Pedestrian safety

Increase or decrease of traffic volume

Increase or decrease of speed

Relocation of traffic to 69" Street or Hazelton Road.

Effect on emergency response times

Effect on snow removal

Cost of maintenance (esp. damaged signage)

27 percent of eastbound traffic had a Richfield destination; do a

majority of those cars still use West 70" Street? (Fig. 3) No survey was

conducted of westbound destination.
o Viability of future bus service (esp. regularly sized Metro Transit
buses)

- Evaluate West 70" Street at Highway 100 (long term concept) of large dual
roundabouts

- The completed reconstruction of 70™ Street from France to York Avenues was
not even begun when the West 70" Street study was undertaken. At
minimum, the traffic study must be studied as to ascertain this effect.

- The West 70™ Street study itself could add three new roundabouts (with two
in addition to that at the Highway 100 ramps for a total of five). Is this a wise
investment when there is little tangible data that would suggest that these
roundabouts will improve the function of this road? Roundabouts have been
cautioned at intersections with imbalanced traffic flows on two roads.

- The overall function of the road and overall area should be studied; not
individual intersections. Do not act on projections that may prove unfounded.

- Considering the shortage of state funds, is it likely that the intersection of
West 70" Street and Metro Boulevard will be completed in 2008? West 70"
Street would be further broken down into three segments: the intersections at
Highway 100, Valley View and at residential streets (West Shore Drive,
Cornelia Drive). Would the priority be for residential areas before the two
approaches? What is the timeline? (Fig. 4)

- During this financial delay we should study and try low cost, reversible
alternatives that may prevent costly errors in reconstruction.
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